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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Quail Botanical Gardens Announces An Action Packed Lineup of Fall Events and Classes

-Special events include Gala in the Gardens, the Annual Fall Plant Sale, the San Diego International Orchid Fair as well as cooking classes, a Mediterranean Garden Symposium and more-

ENCINITAS, CA – June 13, 2007 – Quail Botanical Gardens is pleased to announce its upcoming special events and classes for the Fall season.  Advanced registration and payment are required for all classes.  Unless otherwise directed, please call (760) 436-3036 ext: 206 or email info@qbgardens.org for more information or for class registration.
Gala in the Gardens

September 8, 5:30 – 10pm

Celebrate a return to nature with Quail Botanical Gardens’ largest fundraiser, Gala in the Gardens, a spectacular garden party with an anticipated 500 guests.  Mark your calendars and plan to stroll through the Gardens at twilight while enjoying live music and delicious cuisine.

Bamboo Sale

September 15, 11am – 2pm (sale preview 9 – 10:30am)

Presented by the Southern California Chapter of the American Bamboo Society and Quail Botanical Gardens, this annual event features more than 100 varieties of bamboo grown by collectors and local growers throughout Southern California. Some varieties of bamboo found at this sale cannot be purchased anywhere else in the U.S.  Bamboo crafts and products will also be available.  For more information call (619) 507–0826 or visit www.abssocal.org.   The sale is free for members.  General admission fees apply. 

New Volunteer Orientation

September 15, 9am – 11:30am
As a non-profit organization, Quail Botanical Gardens depends upon volunteer support.  Learn more about Quail and take a short tour of the Gardens for this special opportunity to help your community.  To RSVP, please call Leah Avilez at (760) 436–3036 x206.  New volunteers may begin volunteering before their orientation just by filling out an application and submitted to Pat Hammer, Director of Operations.  

Special Children’s Picnic Concert in Seeds of Wonder Garden

Sunday, September 16, 11am

Bring the kids and join Quail Botanical Gardens for its first ever children’s concert in the Seeds of Wonder garden. Enjoy the music of Hullabaloo, San Diego’s own award-winning kid-folk duo.  Described as a “great alternative to typical syrupy kids' music,” Hullabaloo is compromised of Steve Denyes and Brendan Kremer and offers an exciting blend of country music with rock, folk, bluegrass and blues.  Bring a picnic lunch for the family!  Cost: Free with admission to the Gardens. 

Quail Botanical Gardens Annual Fall Plant Sale 

Saturday, Oct 20, 11am – 4pm public sale (9am –11am member's only sale) 
Sunday, Oct 21, 11am – 4pm public sale 
Garden and plant enthusiasts won’t want to miss the opportunity to purchase rare and exotic plants at San Diego County’s most coveted plant sale of the year. More than 100 local San Diego County growers, wholesalers, retail nurseries and private individuals donate a majority of the plants at the sale which include large quantities of drought-tolerant plants, California natives, cacti, succulents, bromeliads, bamboo, fruit trees and sub-tropicals. Also for sale are plant related books, tools, crafts, gourmet jams and jellies, baked goods, and lunch.  Making a return visit will be vendors selling birdhouses, worm castings and copper garden art.  General admission fees are $10 for adults, $7 for seniors, active military and student; $5 for children ages 3-12. Children age 2 and under are free. Membership admission cost is free.
San Diego International Orchid Fair 

Friday, October 5, 1pm – 5pm

Saturday, October 6, 9am – 5pm

Sunday, October 7, 9am – 4pm

Quail Botanical Gardens will again be hosting and sponsoring the San Diego International Orchid Fair featuring thousands of species and hybrids, exhibits, sales and lectures, as well as official American Orchid Society (AOS) judging and ribbon judging.  Orchids from vendors of various countries such as China, Peru, Columbia, Philippines, Australia, Venezuela, Taiwan, Costa Rica, Brazil and Ecuador will be on display and for sale.  General admission fees are $10 for adults, $7 for seniors, active military and student; $5 for children ages 3-12. Children age 2 and under are free. Membership admission cost is free. 

A Year’s Palate of Bulbs
Thursdays, September 13, 20, and 27, 7 – 9pm

Saturday, September 22, 9am – 12pm

Mary McBride, an accomplished plantswoman, will be teaching “A Year’s Palate of Bulbs.” Participants will learn about the international selection of bulbs, evergreen bulbs, and bulbous perennials that flourish in Southern California. Cost: Members $80, non-members $100.

Succulent Wreath Class

Thursday, September 13, 9am – 2pm

Learn how to make a beautiful succulent wreath, with hands-on instruction by Portia Harloff and Jane Soher. Please bring a pair of clippers, some water and a snack, and dress comfortably.   Cost: Members, $55, non-members $65 (includes materials.)

Advance registration is required. Class size is limited. Call (760) 436–3036 x206 to register.

Floral Design Classes with David Root 
Sunday, September 23, 2 – 4pm 
Enjoy a hands-on floral workshop with floral designer David Root, San Diego Museum of Art 2007 Art Alive Grand Prize winner and create a floral arrangement all your own to bring home. Learn the intimate details of the floral design process using unusual plant materials and containers.  Please bring a floral knife, clippers, wire cutters, and scissors. All other materials will be provided. The class is limited to 20 students on a first come basis. A portion of the profits from this workshop will benefit Quail Botanical Gardens. 
Cost: Members $55, non-members $60 (includes all floral materials.) 

Advance registration is required. Class size limited. Call (760) 436–3036 x206 to register.

Gardening Under Mediterranean Skies 

Susi Torre-Bueno, Pacific Horticultural Foundation 

September 29–30
A Gardening Under Mediterranean Skies symposium comes to Quail Botanical Gardens.  Titled Lessons in Our Gardens – San Diego, the event is sponsored by Pacific Horticulture magazine, in association with Quail Botanical Gardens, Garden Design magazine, the San Diego Horticultural Society, the Mediterranean Garden Society, and the Water Conservation Garden. The symposium celebrates plants that thrive with minimal care in San Diego’s Mediterranean climate and showcases the wide range of garden possibilities in a low-water environment. The event includes tours of Quail Botanical Gardens, plant sales and book signings. A box lunch will be enjoyed each day in one of the gardens and with a reception at Quail Botanical Gardens on September 29 for program participants. On September 28, free talks and garden tours will also be offered at the Water Conservation Garden at Cuyamaca College (www.thegarden.org).  Registration for QBG members is offered at a discount rate of $129 and includes two lunches. The standard fee is $155. After September 1, fees go up by $30. To register, visit www.sdhortsoc.org, or call (760) 295–7089.

Cooking Classes with the Opera Singing Chef

Chef Elizabeth Podsiadlo has been a personal chef and cooking instructor in San Diego for twelve years. Her love for preparing good food runs a close second to her love of music, and she performs regularly as a vocal artist in many of San Diego’s downtown hotels and restaurants. Chef Elizabeth’s enthusiasm and unique persona have led her to be called the “Opera Singing Chef,” and she has appeared on local television stations, including KFMB and KUSI.  Recipes and tastings are included in the class fee. Cost per class: Members $25, Non-members $30. To register, please call (760) 436-3036 x206.

Awesome Appetizers

September 15, 1:30 – 4:00pm

Nothing beats the flavor and texture of onion and olive foccacia with eggplant tapenade. The tangy tapenade compliments the chewy foccacia that has bits of rosemary baked into the crust and oven-browned onions with fat slices of Spanish and Greek olives. Learn the secret to making a great stuffed mushroom; and, on the lighter side, watch French endive with farmers cheese turn into the prettiest dish on your table—it’s quick, easy and fairly healthy. Samples and recipes given of each dish taught.

Master Composter Training Course

Mondays, September 10 – October 8, 6 – 8:30

Learn the science of composting and how to teach it to others in this 5-week hands-on course. To register, contact the Solana Center: (760) 436–7986 x216 or www.solanacenter.org.

Free Backyard Composting Workshop

September 22, 10am – 12noon

Meet at the compost demonstration site near the Children’s Garden. For more information contact the Solana Center at (760) 436–7986 x216.

Silk Painting with Evelyn Alemanni 

November 15 & 29 (register by October 15)

Beginning Silk Painting, November 15, 10am – 4pm

In this 6 hour class, taught by silk artist Evelyn Alemanni, students will be introduced to the materials used – types of silk, kinds of dyes, resists, and dilutants. Learn techniques for stretching silk, applying resists and dyes, mixing dyes, and creating effects with alcohol, water, and salt. Materials included in the registration fee include silk, dyes, resist, and resist applicator. Students will be required to bring other items, such as brushes, water containers, stretcher bars, scissors, etc. A complete list will be made available when registration is received. No experience necessary.

Cost: Members $75, non-members $85

Advance registration required by October 15. Call (760) 436-3036 x206 to register.

Silk Painting II

November 29, 10am – 4pm

In this class, also taught by Evelyn Alemanni, students will combine techniques learned in the beginning class to create an art piece which can be framed or incorporated into a garment.  Students will be required to bring other items, such as brushes, water containers, stretcher bars, scissors, etc. A complete list will be made available when registration is received.

Prerequisite: Beginning Silk Painting

Cost: Members $65, non-members $75

Advance registration required by October 15. Call (760) 436-3036 x206 to register.

About Quail Botanical Gardens
Set on 30 acres in north coastal San Diego County, Quail Botanical Gardens’ mission is to inspire people of all ages to connect with plants and nature. The Gardens include nearly 4,000 kinds of plants representing three general plant habitat types: desert collections, Mediterranean collections and subtropical/tropical collections. Demonstration gardens such as the children’s garden, “Seeds of Wonder,” also encourage conservation education, focusing on horticultural themes and traditional uses of plants. For more information, visit www.qbgardens.org.
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