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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Quail Botanical Gardens Announces Winter Events and Classes

-Special events include Garden of Lights, an excursion to the Baja Peninsula, an Ikebana exhibition as well as classes on wildfire safety, floral design and more-

ENCINITAS, CA – Aug. 27, 2007 – Quail Botanical Gardens is pleased to announce its upcoming special events and classes for the Winter season.  Advanced registration and payment are required for all classes.  Unless otherwise directed, please call (760) 436-3036 ext: 206 or email info@qbgardens.org for more information or for class registration.
Book Signing in the Bamboo Garden   

On Thursday, October 25 at 11am, Ruth Todd Evans, M.D will be signing her first children’s book, The Panda Who Wouldn’t Eat.  Based on the true story of Shi Shi, the panda who preferred one species of bamboo that is grown locally at Quail Botanical Gardens, this tale is written for preschool-age children and is accompanied by beautiful pen and watercolor illustrations by Dr. Evans.

Seeds of Wonder Halloween Party and Parade

On Wednesday, October 31, from 10 – 11:30 am children are welcome to wear their favorite costumes and join the parade around the garden.  (No masks or scary costumes please.)  Advance registration required.

Cost: $10 materials fee per child; regular admission fees apply. Pre-registration required. Please call (760) 436–3036 x206.

The Study of Cycads

Thursdays, November 1, 8, 15, 7 – 9 pm

Saturday, November 17, 9 am – 12 noon

As part of its certification class series, Quail Botanical Gardens will present a class on the family of cycads, often referred to as “sago palms.” The class is bringing together a host internationally acclaimed cycad experts and will offer a walking tour, a general introduction to the cycad family and a brief history of the species (which dates back more than 200 million years). Upon completion of all sessions offered in a class, students will receive a Certificate of Accomplishment from Quail Botanical Gardens. 

Cost: Members $80, non-members $100. Pre-registration required. Please call (760) 436–3036 x206.

Living with Wildfires:  How to Reduce Property Losses, Habitat Values, and Costs
Friday, November 2, 12 – 4:30 pm
As Southern California experiences another drought and possibly a “severe” fire season, homeowners and local professionals will appreciate this course on how to prepare for wildfires and prevent property losses. This four-hour in-depth course covers the local fire environment, building materials and design, landscape planning and maintenance and a tour of the onsite Landscape for Fire Safety Demonstration Garden.  The course was developed by the San Diego Natural History Museum, US Fish and Wildlife Service, FireSafe Councils of San Diego and 30 local experts. 

Cost:  $30 for members, $40 for non-members. Register at www.businessecologyconsulting.com/wildfire. For further information, contact Anne Fege at (858) 472–1293.
Succulent Topiaries with Margee Rader

Saturday, November 10, 10am – 12 noon

Spend the morning making a cat topiary with expert Margee Rader of “The Original Living Wreath,” and creator of the giant sea horse in Quail’s popular Undersea Succulent Garden.   

Cost: Members, $55, non-members $65 (includes materials). Advance registration is required. Class size limited. Call (760) 436–3036 x206.

Presentation of Indonesian Bamboos

November 10, 3 – 5 pm
Sponsored by the Southern California Chapter of the American Bamboo Society, this lecture uncovers the mysteries of Indonesian bamboos and is taught by Dr. Elizabeth Widjaja, an expert on Indonesian, Philippine, and Malaysian bamboos. 

Cost: ABS-SoCal members, QBG docents and staff $24; non-ABS SoCal member $28

Please RSVP by October 30 by contacting Jill Marie Thorburn at (760) 535–2998 or teamthorburn@hotmail.com.

Totally Tablescapes…Martha!

Sunday, November 11, 2 – 4 pm

Learn how to make a holiday table setting that rivals Martha Stewart! At this hands-on workshop participants will create unique floral napkin rings, votive candleholders, and the crowning glory of the table—the floral centerpiece. Known for his outside-of-the-box thinking and creative design ideas, floral designer David Root will guide and teach students what it takes to pull off the perfect holiday table setting. Please bring the following floral tools: knife, clippers, scissors, wire cutters and hot glue gun. All other materials will be provided. 

Cost: Members $55, non-members $60 (includes all floral materials). Advance registration is required. Class size limited. Call (760) 436–3036 x206 to register.

Silk Painting with Evelyn Alemanni 

November 15 & 29 (register by October 15)

Beginning Silk Painting, November 15, 10am – 4pm

In this 6 hour class, taught by silk artist Evelyn Alemanni, students will be introduced to the materials used – types of silk, kinds of dyes, resists, and dilutants. Learn techniques for stretching silk, applying resists and dyes, mixing dyes, and creating effects with alcohol, water, and salt. Materials included in the registration fee include silk, dyes, resist, and resist applicator. Students will be required to bring other items, such as brushes, water containers, stretcher bars, scissors, etc. A complete list will be made available when registration is received. No experience necessary.

Cost: Members $75, non-members $85. Advance registration required by October 15. Call (760) 436-3036 x206 to register.

Silk Painting II

November 29, 10am – 4pm (register by October 15)

In this class, also taught by Evelyn Alemanni, students will combine techniques learned in the beginning class to create an art piece which can be framed or incorporated into a garment.  Students will be required to bring other items, such as brushes, water containers, stretcher bars, scissors, etc. A complete list will be made available when registration is received.

Prerequisite: Beginning Silk Painting

Cost: Members $65, non-members $75

Advance registration required by October 15. Call (760) 436-3036 x206 to register.

Cooking Class with the Opera Singing Chef

Chef Elizabeth Podsiadlo has been a personal chef and cooking instructor in San Diego for twelve years. Her love for preparing good food runs a close second to her love of music, and she performs regularly as a vocal artist in many of San Diego’s downtown hotels and restaurants. Chef Elizabeth’s enthusiasm and unique persona have led her to be called the “Opera Singing Chef,” and she has appeared on local television stations, including KFMB and KUSI.  Recipes and tastings are included in the class fee. 

Gourmet Gifts from the Kitchen

December 1, 1:30 – 4:00 pm  

In preparation for the holidays, Chef Elizabeth teaches students how to make three delicious gifts from the kitchen: Hot Sweet Mustard with an extraordinary flavor, best enjoyed with a fine cheese; Amaretto—learn how to make your own and Chef Elizabeth will share an Amaretto pound cake recipe to go with it; and Tequila-Cranberry Chutney, which is fabulous served hot over melted brie, or as a side with baked ham. Chef Elizabeth will also touch upon gift packaging for these special creations. 

Cost: Members $25, non-members $30. Advance registration is required. Call (760) 436–3036 x206.

Garden of Lights

December 7-9, 13-23 and 26-30, 5 pm to 9 pm.

After the sun goes down, the Gardens are transformed into a dazzling winter wonderland with over 90,000 sparkling lights illuminating the Gardens for a magical holiday experience. Numerous activities include horse-drawn-wagon rides, holiday crafts, marshmallow roasting, visits with Santa, live music, hot mulled wine and refreshments.  

Members, Seniors, Military & Students $6, Non-members $10, Children 3-12 $3, Children under 3 are free. There are additional fees for some activities.

Travel the Baja Peninsula with Quail Botanical Gardens

January 21–30, 2008

Experience the beauty of the Baja Peninsula on this exceptional tour, hosted by the President and CEO of Quail Botanical Gardens, Julian Duval. Drive the length of Baja via comfortable private motor coach with experienced guides and return by air. Enjoy nature walks, wine tasting in Ensenada, whale watching at Scammons Lagoon and a boat excursion to Isla Espiritu Santo off the coast of La Paz, with an opportunity for snorkeling among the sea lions. For a complete itinerary visit www.qbgardens.org, or call Leah Avilez at (760) 436–3036 x206. All meals and snacks included.

Price: $2,200 per person double occupancy or $2,540 single.

Hearts, Flowers and Bugs: a Family Valentine Party
Saturday, February 9, 2008  10 - 11:30 am
Held in the Seeds of Wonder Children's Garden, this party is for the entire family. Make valentines, decorate heart-shaped cookies, pot a valentine plant and play in the garden. Please bring 40 valentines for a valentine exchange.
Cost: $10 materials fee per child; regular admission fees apply.
Pre-registration required, space is limited. Please call (760) 436-3036 x206.

Ikebana Exhibition

February 23, 9am – 5pm 

February 24, 9am – 4pm

Quail Botanical Gardens is proud to announce its first Ikebana exhibition, featuring floral arrangements from the Sogetsu School. Ikebana, which means “fresh flower arrangement,” can be traced back to the mid 6th century when Buddhism was introduced in Japan and floral arrangements were laid at the altars. Sogetsu, one of 60 schools of Ikebana, promotes the idea that Ikebana may be created any time, anywhere, by anyone, and with any material.  The arrangements will be made by the students of Rumi Rice, Keiri Study Group, who has been teaching Ikebana since 1972, first in Japan and now in San Diego. Cost: Free with admission to the Gardens.    

About Quail Botanical Gardens
Set on 30 acres in north coastal San Diego County, Quail Botanical Gardens’ mission is to inspire people of all ages to connect with plants and nature. The Gardens include nearly 4,000 kinds of plants representing three general plant habitat types: desert collections, Mediterranean collections and subtropical/tropical collections. Demonstration gardens such as the children’s garden, “Seeds of Wonder,” also encourage conservation education, focusing on horticultural themes and traditional uses of plants. For more information, visit www.qbgardens.org.
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